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      Last year, Republican
Chris Christie, Democrat
Jon Corzine and
Independent Chris
Daggett were all hoping
to be New Jersey’s next
governor.

     During the campaign,
each candidate
expressed their own
opinions on how to fix
the biggest problems in
our state, such as: taxes,
education, and health
care.

      The election was
held on November 3,
2009 and Chris Christie
was elected as the
governor of New Jersey.

New Jersey’s New Governor

Winter Olympics Are Coming Our Way!
by Kathryn A.

  This years’ Winter
Olympics will be held in
Vancouver, Canada.  They
will begin with the
Opening Ceremony on
February 12th hosted by
Governor General
Michaelle Jean.  The
motto for this year is
With Glowing Hearts.
Over the course of the
games, there will be 86
events with
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     Elected alongside Mr.
Christie is New Jersey’s
first Lieutenant
Governor.  Her name is
Kim Guadagno.  New
Jersey has never had a
Lieutenant Governor
before but a recent
change in the law
created the position.

     On Tuesday of this
week (January 19, 2010),
Mr. Christie and Ms.
Guadagno were
inaugurated.

     The morning began
with a Mass at the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Sacred Heart in Newark.
Then at 12 noon, the
actual inauguration took
place.  The inauguration

is the process where
they both formally
become the Governor
and the Lieutenant
Governor.  After the
inauguration, there was a
big party that had food
from all over the Garden
State.  It was called a
“Taste of New Jersey.”

  Mr. Christie will be the
governor until the next
election, which will take
place in 2013.

approximately 5,000
athletes participating.
Some of the events
include: Alpine and
Cross-Country Skiing,
Bobsleigh, Luge, Speed,
Freestyle, and Figure
Skating, Snowboarding,
Ice Hockey, and Curling.
The entire event costs
about $1.76 billion. The
2010 Winter Olympics
logo (pictured at right)
is named Ilanaaq, which

means Friend.  This
year’s Winter Olympics
should be really fun to
watch so be sure to
watch it on NBC Channel
4!



by Kathryn A.

This year’s Middle
School Winter Choral
Concert was held on
December 16th, 2009.
The chorus is under the
direction of Mrs. Donna
Halliwell. Mrs. Terry
Alnor was this show’s
accompanist.    The
audience was treated to
many holiday songs

Middle School Winter Choral Concert

by Caitlin S.

     The Middle School and High
School Bands presented their
Winter Band concert last night,
January 21st, 2010.
     There were four parts to the
concert: Middle School Band,
High School Band, Combined
Band and Percussion Ensemble.
     The Middle School worked
hard in both lessons and in class
to wow the audience with four
songs: Mythos, Band at the
Opera, Shenandoah, and
Drummin’ Surf Ari.
     The High School played
Suspended Animation, Southern
Hymn, Sedona, Solo Pomposo,
and Unnamed March.
     In the combined concert
they played Lincoln Celebration,
selections from Pixar's Up,
Schindler’s List and Disney’s

Middle School Band Performs in Annual Concert
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MPHS Middle
School Shows of
their Talents at

Concerts!!

including: Adeste
Fideles, Once Upon a
December, Hanukah
Night, The Principals of
Kwanza, Hark the Herald
Angels Sing, and Lullaby
on the Wind. The soloist
in Hark the Herald
Angles Sing was 8th

grader Marco B. In Once
Upon a December it was
Logan M., and in Adeste
Fideles it was Leanna A.

and Stefanie R.  They all
sounded great! An
informal poll of the
Chorus members showed
that the favorite song
was Once Upon a
December.  After the
show, there were many
complements and people
could be heard saying
that they couldn’t wait
until the Spring Concert.

Magic Kingdom.
     The Percussion Ensemble
played two selections under the
direction of Mr. Steve Bartosik.

     Mr. Marks is the Director of
Bands and conducted all of these
band selections.

MPHS Middle Schools Students Involved in the Arts



by Kaytlynn K.

Title: Hoodwinked Too! Hood vs.
Evil
Release Date: January 15, 2010
Details: Red Riding Hood is
training in a distant land with a
mysterious covert group called
the Sister Hoods. Hood and the
Big Bad Wolf investigate the
disappearance of Hansel and
Grettel.

Title: To Save a Life
Release Date: January 22, 2010
Details: Jake Taylor has all he
wants in life until his childhood
best friend kills himself because
he didn’t fit in and was always
lonely. Jake is distressed by what
his friend did and feels like he
must reach out to other kids in
the fringe.

Title: Valentine's Day
Release Date: February 12, 2010
Details: 10 people and how they
meet on Valentines Day.

Title: Letters to Juliet
Release Date: May 7, 2010
Details: When a young American
girl travels to the city of Verona,
she joins a group of volunteers
who respond to letters to Juliet
seeking advice about love. After
answering one letter dated 1951,
she inspires its author to travel to
Italy in search of her long-lost
love and sets off a chain of events
that will bring a love into both
their lives unlike anything they
ever imagined.

Coming Soon to a Theatre Near You…
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Title: Shrek Forever
Release Date: May 21, 2010
Details: Shrek feels over-
domesticated in this movie. He has
lost his roar, which usually scares
away villagers, but now they come
and ask him to sign their
pitchforks and torches. To regain
his ogre mojo he makes a deal with
Rumplestiltskin and gets to see
what life would be like if Shrek
never existed.

Title: Toy Story 3
Release Date: June 18, 2010
Details: Andy is all grown up and
heading to college and  Buzz,
Woody and the rest of the gang
of toys are scared about what is
going to happen to them.

Title: Eclipse
Release Date: June 30 ,2010
Details: Bella is once again put in
danger and she also is forced to
choose between her love for
Edward and her friendship with
Jacob. She is confronted with the
most important decision of her
life.

by Dan L.

The 2009-2010 Season is coming
to a close, and it has been quite a
season for TV! Dozens of new
shows have aired for the first
time, like The Middle (ABC) and
Glee! (FOX). Some of these shows
have survived for the season, and
others were cut only weeks into
the season, like Three Rivers
(CBS) and Eastwick (ABC). Some
of the hottest NEW shows this
year include:

Modern Family  (ABC)
Community  (NBC)
FlashFoward  (ABC)

While some of the dead shows this
year include:
The Beautiful Life (CW)
Hank (ABC)
Eastwick (ABC)

And what you all have been waiting
for. THE ABSOLUTE HOTTEST
SHOWS OF THE YEAR ARE: (The
following ranks are from multiple
sources and polls. No ranks are
official.)

Pushing Daisies  (ABC)
Private Practice  (ABC)
Chuck  (NBC)



Mac or PC?  Middle School Preferences

Mac
PC

TAP:  Giving Back to the Community

by Rachel A.

The first Mac computer came
out in 1984.  Since then, it has
gotten more popular as the
years have gone on.  Microsoft
has come out with new programs
such as Windows 7 to try to
compete with Macs. With
Windows 7, you can get quicker
access to all of your stuff, its
fast; it has better compatibility,
shares files and printers with
other PCs and much more! But
still a lot of people love Mac and
have switched over to a Mac
from a PC. Which one do you like
better?  The graph on the right
shows what Middle Schoolers
think!
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“TAP is all about
helping people and
giving back to the
community in a
unique and fun

way!”

by Dan L.

  It’s a well-known fact
that there are a lot of
clubs here in the Midland
Park Middle School.
However, it’s not as well
known what each club is
up to! Let me indulge you
on some insider details
on a very active and
productive club:  TAP
(Teens Assisting People).
No, not like tap dancing,
but helping people and
giving back to the
community in a unique
and fun way!
  Recently, TAP
participated in a
statewide organization

called “Toys for Tots.”
The TAP members all got
the rare opportunity to
go shopping for toys!
That’s right, the club
left from Miss. Audino’s
room and headed out to
Toys R Us on Rt. 17.
There, they spent over
$200 on toys, which
were then donated to
charity.
  The United States
Marine Corp. arranged
for a train to come
through several Bergen
County Towns and pick
up the toys. Onboard the
train were Santa and his
elves, along with
Marines. It was a true

honor to meet some of
the men who risk their
lives to protect our
country. Thanks to these
men, Christmas was
possible for thousands
of children nationwide.
  Don’t worry, you’re not
missing out on all the
fun! TAP is a very busy,
yet fun club. However, it
can always use more
members. They meet
every other Thursday in
room 21. Miss Audino and
Mr. Gangi are the
advisors.  TAP is planning
on hosting many other
events in the future, so
keep an eye on The Daily
Bulletin.

61%39%
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   We all are Middle School students.
We are all taught by Middle School
teachers.  Have you ever wondered
what your Middle School teachers
were like when they were Middle
School students?  Dan L. found out!

Miss Audino, who currently teaches
English to the 7th grade, graduated
from Lincoln Middle School in
Hawthorne in 1999 where she was on
the Highest Honor Roll (A's and
some B's).

What was your favorite subject in
Middle School? Least Favorite
Reading. Reading was my favorite
subject because it enabled me to
discover new things. My least
favorite was definitely Math. It just
never made sense to me. I would
have to study hours for a ten
question math test, while I could ace
an English test with minimal study
time.

Any extra-curricular activities?
Yes. I'd have to say I was in the
weirdest club ever! It was Tai Chi or
something like that. And basically all
it was is slow karate. I didn't mean
to join. My friend was joining, and I
felt bad because she was going to be
all alone. But it was deficiently the
weirdest thing I have ever done in
my whole life. Also, I was in
Network, which was basically a
gifted program. I also played many
sports like basketball and softball
and I was a cheerleader for the
Hawthorne Cubs football team.
 Were you a popular student?

In a way. But a good one.
Everyone knew who I was and all
the good things I liked to do. I
had a small group of outgoing
friends. Our favorite thing to do
was rollerblading. We also did
anything local and that was
available to us. I remember
Tasty's Pizza was always
somewhere we hung out. And, to
be honest, I always had trouble
opening up to new people, that's
why I just had my little set
group of friends. Once in awhile,
rumors were spread about me.
However I was a very upfront
and honest person. So when I
found out who started the
rumor, I would confront the
person.

 What was your favorite
memory from Middle School?
During the basketball season,
my team was down by 2 points,
and there were almost 5
seconds left on the clock, and
the ball was in my hands!! It
happened just like it does in the
movies. I took the shot, and the
ball went straight through the
net when the buzzer went off.
The crowds went wild!! I had
tied the game up! At the end of
the tie-breaker, my team won!
That was something.

What inspired you to become a
teacher? Why English?
I always liked to be able to help
others, and share my wealth of
knowledge. I also always had

very inspirational English
teachers throughout my life. So
it seemed as everything was
meant to be.

Why did you choose to teach
Middle School?
I am certified to teach grades 6
through 12, however I did both
of my student teaching
experiences in middle schools,
and I really enjoyed working
with the students, so I choose
Middle School because I knew I
would enjoy it.

 Which was your favorite:
Grade School, Middle School,
High School, or Collage?
High School was definitely my
favorite because I was in the
band(s)-- jazz, concert, and
marching. I played Alto Sax, and
was a Drum Major my senior
year. During my years in the
band, I became part of the Band
Family and it was a truly amazing
experience. I think if I weren’t
in the band, high school would
have so different.

Miss Audino as a Middle Schooler

Tiny Teachers: What Were Your Teachers Like In Middle School?



Tiny Teachers: What Were Your Teachers Like In Middle School?

Page 6 of 8 Panther Paws, Jr.

   Miss Langenfeld is our 8th Grade
English teacher … but before she
taught middle school - she went to
middle school!
   Miss Langelfeld graduated from
Bloomfield Middle School in 1999.
   During her middle school days,
Miss Langenfeld was in honors
classes, maintaining all A's and B's.
Here are excerpts of her
conversation with Dan L.

What was your favorite subject in
Middle School? Art. I enjoyed art
very much because it allowed me to
get creative and express myself

Least favorite subject? My least
favorite subject was Science. It was
just a hard subject for me.

Did you ever ask your teachers
for help? Speak to them outside
of class? No, not at all. Growing up,
I had this great regard for
teachers. I viewed them as superior
human beings. I believed that
teachers were not approachable. In
a sense, I was almost scared of
teachers.  However, now that I am a
teacher myself, I have a very
different perspective. Now I realize
teachers are 100% approachable, I
hope, and are there to talk with the
students. I also realize that
teachers aren't that much better
than everyone else. We're all human!

Did you spend lots of time
studying, or did you just make the
mark. How did that work out?

To be honest, I spent minimal time
studying for tests, and I did very
well on those tests.

 Any extra-curricular activities?
Yes, quite a few. I was part of a
club called Builders' Club, which
was basically a volunteer group
(like TAP and Interact).  In
addition, I took dance lessons. By
the time I was in Middle School, I
was an assistant dance instructor
at the dance studio I attended. I
also played softball.

Were you a popular student?
No, not at all! I was extremely shy
as a kid growing up. However, in
Middle School I started to come
into my own and by High School, I
felt included because I had my set
group of friends. By the time I
was in college, I came out of my
shell.

What inspired you to become a
teacher? Why English?
I felt I was always meant to
become a teacher. However, my
true desire to become a teacher
came to me when I was in 12th
grade, and I had this really cool
teacher. Also, one of my high
school English teachers truly
inspired my to become a teacher.
Why English? It was always my
strong subject.

Why did you choose to teach
Middle School?
“I never wanted to teach Middle

School, to be honest.
However I am certified to
teach 7-12, so when I got
this job, I decided to give it
a shot. Now that I have
experience at this level, I
never want to stop teaching
Middle School!

Miss Langenfeld as a Middle
Schooler

The Pep Club is selling
Midland Park apparel now
through February 11th.  All
items are on display in the
display case across from the
senior lounge. The clothing
comes in adult sizes (Small -
2X) and youth sizes (S-L)
and all are hunter green with
black and white writing.
 If you have any questions,
please contact Miss Gordon!
   Orders are due no later
than Thursday, February 11th.
   Get your MP Gear and be a
Proud Panther!

MP Gear On Sale!



Middle School Wrestling
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by: Rachel A.

 This winter starts the
season of Middle School
Girls and Boys
basketball! The coach
for the girls is Mr.
Hershberger and the
coach for the boys is Mr.
DeFeo.
   So far this season, the
girls have won all five of
their games, and the
boys have won two and
lost one.
   Here is the schedule
over the next week:
Friday, January 22 -
4:00 PM-Boys @
Elmwood Park

Have Panther
Pride!  Support
your teams!

by Rachel B.

   There are nine people
on the Middle School
wrestling team, and their
hard work is paying off.
    Their overall score is
three to one.
    The person coaching
this winning team is
Highland School gym
teacher, Mr. Grasso.
    Here are the stats
for some of the team:
Jeff B. - 4-0, Seth Z. -
5-1. Kollin S's standings
are 2-3, Joe M. is 1-3,
and Richard B. is 1-4.  To

Monday, January 25 -
4:00 PM-Girls @ Glen
Rock
Monday, January 25 -
4:00 PM- Boys vs. Glen
Rock
Wednesday, January 27
- 4:00 PM- Boys @ Lodi
Thursday, January 28 -
4:00 PM Girls vs. Lodi

 Good luck to both the
Boys and Girls teams this
season!  Go Panthers!

end the standings Guage
B. is 3-1 and Gem A. is 0-
5.
    So far the team has
wrestled in four
matches.
The wrestling team is
doing very well!  Get to
the gym and go to the
matches and show your
Midland Park
support.

Panther Football WINS!
by Paul M.

  Two years ago, a group of sixth graders on the
Recreation football team made it to the Super Bowl,
only to be crushed by the Northern Valley football
team 13-7. They left the field that night beat up and
demoralized. Revenge was brewing within the Midland
Park Panthers.
   Two years later the same team rose up to power once
again, but this time they were bigger, stronger, and
more determined. Led by their coach, Mr. Douglas
Hildebrandt, they entered the Super Bowl with a
record of 8-1, and would prevail over their rival,
Northern Valley 21-14.
   Throughout the game, the Panthers pushed the
Northern Valley Eagles down the field whenever they
had the football, resulting in total domination.
   The Panthers did not get to the Super Bowl easily. In
the playoffs they had to overcome The Ho-Ho-Kus
Indians, the only team to have beaten them in the
regular season.
   The graduating class of football players, who will be
going on to high school level football include: Paul M.,
Jeffrey B., Joseph M., Joseph P., William L., Geoffrey
H., Hunter L., Jack H., Adrian M., Evan P., Kyle F.,
Christopher F., Seth Z., and Matthew W..

Middle School Basketball



We’re on the Web!

See us at:

midlandparkschools.
schoolwires.com
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  The heat is on! MPHS
Battle of the Books lets
students show their
competitive side through
reading.
  A small school
competition will be held
in the gymnasium, and
out of those teams two
will be crowned
champions.
  Those two teams will go
on to the Upper Saddle
River competition and

Battle of the Books

 by Saida K.

  The iPod touch or
iPhone is practically no
fun without any fun or
useful applications on it.
   So, you lucky Midland
Parkians have asked,
“What are the top ten
applications for my
iPod/iPhone?” then here
are your answers!
    Coming in first is
Shazam. Who sings that
song you love to hear on
the radio? Find out by
Shazaming it. This makes
it easier to buy songs
and enjoy them on you
iPod.
    Here are some others
that are on the top ten
list.

Touchgrind – Skateboard
or fingerboard on your
iPod

Top 10 Apps for iPhone and iTouch
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So, Whadja Get??

We all like to make lists and
check them twice so we are
sure to receive the perfect
gift.  Let’s see how that
worked out!  (Names have
been omitted so we don’t
make Santa mad!)

WANTED: A new cell phone
RECEIVED: A note from
Santa saying, "We ran out.
Love, Santa"

WANTED: A Laptop
RECEIVED: Fuzzy pink
bunny slippers

WANTED: iPod Touch
RECEIVED: Penguin stuffed
animal that when you
squeeze it says RAWR!

WANTED: Skate Board
Ramp
RECEIVED: Handy Manny
Tool Box (to build one)

WANTED: Modern Warfare
RECEIVED: Dora the
Explorer: Journey to the
Purple Planet

compete with other schools
to be Bergen County Battle
of the Books Champions.
  Each team must consist of
five seventh or eighth
graders. Teams are
responsible for reading a
pre-determined list of books
and keeping notes on each of
them.  The competition will
consist of questions and
answers relating to the
books that were read.
  Miss Kelley is the
moderator of Battle of the
Books.

  We are keeping our
fingers crossed for
Midland Park in this
competition!

Galcon-Galcon – An
awesome high-paced
galactic action-strategy
game.

Line Rider iRide – Create
a track and send
yourself traveling over
lakes, hills and rivers.

iBlackout – This cool app
turns the screen of your
iPhone or iPod touch
bright white, effectively
transforming it into a
flashlight to find things.

Real Soccer 2009 – Play
soccer and view tips on
how to play. Also
available in football and
baseball.

Tap-Tap Revenge 3 –
Listen to music while
trying to keep the beat
by tapping!

Frenzic – A fast and fun
puzzle to solve in a
minute.

FlightTrack Pro – An
awesome way to track an
airplane flight.

Mock draft – It allows
you to scout players and
check their records.


